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Step-by-step instructions  

 Getting Started 

 Step 1: Organize table layout 

 Step 2: Select symptoms 

 Step 3: Select vaccine characteristics 

 Step 4: Select location, age, gender 

 Step 5: Select other event characteristics 

 Step 6: Search text fields 

 Step 7: Select report completed dates 

 Step 8: Select report received dates 

 Step 9: Select vaccination dates 

 Step 10: Select adverse event onset dates 

 Step 11: Select death dates 

 Completing your search 

VAERS data (without patient-identifying information) are publicly available online through a system called CDC’s VAERS 

WONDER. 

Below are step-by-step instructions on how to access the data from CDC’s VAERS WONDER System. The instructions can be 

printed: How to Access Data from CDC’s VAERS WONDER System pdf icon[PDF – 9 Pages] 

A video is also available to demonstrate how to search VAERS data using CDC WONDER.  The video will explain the purpose of 

VAERS and strengths and limitations of VAERS data. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617388966905
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617389111161
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390017110
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390796625
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390764840
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390731354
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390698475
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390667722
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390632901
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390597948
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390543392
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390508625
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html#anchor_1617390432394
https://wonder.cdc.gov/vaers.html
https://wonder.cdc.gov/vaers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/pdf/vaers/VAERS_WONDER_Text_Tutorial_2015-H.pdf
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Video: How to Access Data from CDC’s VAERS WONDER System 

Watch specific sections of the video: 

 Section 2: How to Search VAERS Public Dataexternal icon 

 Section 3: Strengths and Limitations of VAERS Dataexternal icon 

 Section 4: Where to Get More Informationexternal icon 

Getting Started 

 Go to https://wonder.cdc.gov/vaers.html. Read the Disclaimer box at the bottom of the page and click “I agree.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOH7cFWS7o4
http://youtu.be/cOH7cFWS7o4?t=2m28s
http://youtu.be/cOH7cFWS7o4?t=10m37s
http://youtu.be/cOH7cFWS7o4?t=12m13s
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 Click on the VAERS Data Search box to start your search. 

Top of Page 

Step 1: Organize table layout 

 In the Organize table layout, you can choose which variable you want to see in your results. Clicking the down arrow to the 

right of the Group Results By drop-down list will show all the options.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
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 To see the description of the adverse event as it was reported on the VAERS form, select VAERS ID as the first choice in the 

Group Results By box and select Adverse Event Description in the next section below entitled Optional Measures.  

 

 If you want to give your search printout a title, enter it in the Title box. If you don’t want a title, you can leave the box blank.  
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Top of Page 

Step 2: Select symptoms 

 Click the Search tab above the symptom list. To search for terms, click on the Search tab. Select the terms you want to use for 

your search. As you highlight a term, it is moved to the “Currently Selected” box on the right side of the screen. To select more 

than one term, hold down the Control (Ctrl) key on a PC or the Command (Cmd) key on Mac. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
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 To select a range of terms, hold down the Shift key.  

 

 You can also search symptoms by its first letter. On the Browse tab, scroll through the alphabet to find the first letter of the 

symptom and click “search.” The option expands to list all the symptoms that begin with that letter.  
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Top of Page 

Step 3: Select vaccine characteristics 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
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 In this step, you can select the desired vaccine products shown from the Vaccine Product 

When a vaccine is highlighted, it moves to the Currently Selected box on the right side of the screen. To search for a specific 

brand of vaccine, click the Open button at the bottom of the section and select the specific brand or brands of vaccine you are 

interested in. 

 Under Vaccine Products, you can also search for vaccine manufacturer, vaccine dose number, and vaccine lot number. If you 

don’t select any, the search will default to all manufacturers, all doses, and all lot numbers.  
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Top of Page 

Step 4: Select location, age, gender 

 In this step, you to select specific locations, ages, and genders. If you don’t select anything, the search will default to all U.S. 

states and territories, all ages, and all genders.  

 

Top of Page 

Step 5: Select other event characteristics 

 This step allows you to select characteristics of the adverse event you’re interested in. If you don’t select anything, the search 

will default to all adverse events.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
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Top of Page 

Step 6: Search text fields 

 In this step, you can search for exact words that appear in each section of the VAERS report.  

 

Top of Page 

Step 7: Select report completed dates 

 This step allows you to search for specific date a VAERS report was completed. If you leave this blank, the search will default 

to all dates in VAERS, from 1990 to the present.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
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Top of Page 

Step 8: Select report received dates 

 This step allows you to search for specific dates that reports were received by VAERS. 

 If you leave this blank, the search will default to all dates in VAERS.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
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Top of Page 

Step 9: Select vaccination dates 

 This step allows you to search for specific dates when persons were vaccinated. 

 If you leave this blank, the search will default to all dates in VAERS.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
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Top of Page 

Step 10: Select adverse event onset dates 

 This step allows you to search for specific dates when an adverse event occurred. 

 If you leave this blank, the search will default to all dates in VAERS.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
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Top of Page 

Step 11: Select death dates 

 This step allows you to search for a specific date when a death was reported to have occurred.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
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Top of Page 

Step 12: Other options 

 This step allows you to choose how your results appear.  

 

Top of Page 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/access-VAERS-data.html
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Completing your search 

 Press any of the Send buttons on the page. Your search results will appear on the screen. 

 Used the scroll bar on the right side of the screen to view the full page of results. 
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